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     Hanover Area Junior/Senior High School 
     Hanover Township, Pennsylvania 
     May 3, 2007 
 
 
     A Regular Meeting of the Board of School Directors of the Hanover Area 
School District was held in the Hanover Area Junior/Senior High School, on 
Thursday, May 3, 2007, at 7:00 P.M. The meeting was called to order by the 
Board President, John J. Mahle, Jr. 
 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO OUR FLAG 
 
 
ROLL CALL OF BOARD MEMBERS 
 
PRESENT:    John J. Mahle, Jr., President; Anthony Gagliardi, Vice-President;    

Evelyn Evans, Secretary; David J. Evans, Frank J. Sorokach and 
Anthony Spinozza 
              

ABSENT:      Lorraine Heydt, Peter M. Halesey, David A. Shipula 
 
Evelyn Evans, Secretary, stated a Quorum was established. 
 
 
 
OTHER PEOPLE PRESENT: 
 
Mr. Anthony Podczasy, Superintendent; Mr. Joseph P. Kochuba, Business 
Administrator; Attorney Joseph J. Van Jura, Solicitor; and a number of citizens. 
 
 
NOTE:  Evelyn Evans, Secretary, noted that Lorraine Heydt, Board Member, 
is now present at the meeting.  She entered the meeting at 7:04 P.M. 
 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
It was moved by Anthony Spinozza, seconded by David Evans: To approve 
the following minutes: 
 
       Board of Education Regular Meeting                    April 12, 2007 
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BOARD VOTE:  YES:  D. Evans, E. Evans, Gagliardi, Heydt, Mahle, Sorokach, 
Spinozza.  NO: None.   ABSENT:  Halesey, Shipula.  Chair declared the  
motion carried. 
 
 
  
REPORT OF COMMITTEES: 
 
It was moved by Anthony Spinozza, seconded by David Evans: To approve 
the following reports: 
 
 Luzerne Intermediate Unit #18 Board of School Directors Regular 
 Meeting of Wednesday, February 28, 2007. 
 
 Luzerne Intermediate Unit #18 Board of School Directors Regular 
 Meeting of Wednesday, March 28, 2007. 
 
 
BOARD VOTE:  YES:  D. Evans, E. Evans, Gagliardi, Heydt, Mahle, Sorokach, 
Spinozza.  NO: None.   ABSENT:  Halesey, Shipula.  Chair declared the  
motion carried. 
  
 
 
REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT: 
 
Mr. Anthony Podczasy, Superintendent, reported as we approach the end of the 
school year, the amount of daylight hours increases and so do the many events 
that our students take part in.  From Science Fairs to Art Shows, Music Festivals, 
to Moving Up Exercises, the days are filled with activities.  This past month I 
have observed the work of future EinsteinÕs, PasteurÕs and PalingÕs at Memorial 
Elementary SchoolÕs Science Fair.  Then the following weeks I enjoyed the 
endeavors of future RembrandtsÕ, MichelangeloÕs and PicassoÕs at the 
Elementary and Secondary Art Shows.  I also attended the Fourth Grade Junior 
Deputy Graduation at Memorial Elementary.  The High School Musical, ÒKiss Me 
KateÓ was held last month with excellent performances by all of the actors.  I also 
attended the High SchoolÕs Honor Society Inductions where our secondary honor 
students were formally inducted into the Senior and Junior Honor Societies.  I 
also had the honor of being the Guest Speaker.   
 
Hanover Area will be offering several Technology Workshops during the month of 
May.  One offering will be a Workshop Series of Computer Literacy on May 23rd 
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and 30th.  The second will be a workshop about on-line computer safety.  These 
workshops are designed to inform the parents on the dangers of the internet and 
how to protect their children from them.  These classes are open to members of 
the Hanover Area Community, over the age of 18, free of charge.  For more 
information, I have fliers up here with contact information and more details as to 
when.  Technology Night was held on April 16th, which showcased our 
technological growth, community technology classes and student projects. 
 
Some of the upcoming events in May are:  May 4th is the DARE Graduation 
Program at Memorial Elementary School at 1:00 P.M. and the same day, 
May 4th, the Lee Park Elementary School will be holding their Fun Day.  On  
May 29th the Athletic Awards will be held at the Junior/Senior High School at 
7:00 P.M. and on May 31st, the Academic Awards will be held at the Junior/ 
Senior High School at 6:30 P.M.  Both of these Awards Presentations will be  
held in the auditorium.  
 
Secondary History Day students and Pennsylvania Junior Academy of Science 
students, who placed in Regional Competitions, will attend their State 
Competitions this month at Penn State Main Campus.   
 
In other events, May 11th is an Act 80 Day, a half-day for students and a whole 
day for teachers, and also our Junior/Senior Prom which will be held at the 
Waterfront.  May 16th is the May Orientation Program for the new Kindergarten 
parents at the Hanover Green Kindergarten Center from 6:00 P.M. to 8:00 P.M. 
May 17th is the AA District Track Meet.  May 24th is the next meeting of Parents 
of Students with Special Needs at 6:00 P.M., in the High School Library.   
May 25th is Hawkeye Day with a half-day of school for both students and faculty 
and May 29th schools will be closed in observance of Memorial Day.  June 5th 
is the Senior Luncheon with Commencement on Thursday, June 7th.   
 
On Wednesday, May 16th, Hanover Area High School will be hosting Phase 2 
of the ÒJourney of AddictionÓ.  This Program is an effort to prevent our children 
from embarking on a journey of drug and alcohol abuse.  Phase 2 consists of 
community events.  From 5:00 P.M. to 7:00 P.M., there will be various workshops 
in the classrooms in the High School and the main program will be held in the 
auditorium at 7:00 P.M.   We also have some brochures.  Please help yourself 
after the meeting which give more explanations as to the events.    
 
 
Mr. Podczasy stated now I would like to call upon Mr. Daniel Malloy, Assistant 
Principal of the Junior/Senior High School, to make this eveningsÕ student 
presentations. 
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Mr. Malloy stated it is a pleasure to be up here tonight to introduce two real 
stand-outs here at Hanover Area.  ItÕs not much of a surprise as Students of  
the Month they share a lot in common.  They both rank near the top of their class 
academically.  They are both very valuable members of the sports teams they 
are a part of.  Both are members of student organizations within the school. 
Not just members, but they hold office in those organizations.  Both contribute 
enormously to their community and local churches.  Both are award winners. 
They are both members of the National Honor Society and WhoÕs Who Among 
American High School Students.   
 
The March ÒStudent of the MonthÓ, Chelsea Graziano, had the honor of being  
the student ambassador who went to Britain, with 39 other students, a few years 
ago.  I had the privilege of going to Britain with these students.  These students 
made great representatives of the United States.  And that certainly has carried  
through, not only being a great representative of the United States but also a 
great representative of Hanover Area.  She is a very high quality individual. I 
also had the opportunity to see her in the Mock Trial, more recently, and I have to 
tell you I was a little intimidated.  Chelsea is an officer in the Key Club and a 
member of the Tennis Team and Chorus.   
 
Chelsea then gave a brief synopsis of her academic and athletic 
accomplishments while attending the Hanover Area School District.  She  
thanked Ms. Kotchick, Dr. Schnee, and her mother for giving her the confidence 
in herself, that she will carry with her in her future endeavors.   
 
Mr. Richard Gavlick, Representative of the Leo Club and Student Council, 
presented Chelsea with tokens of appreciation for being chosen as ÒStudent  
of the MonthÓ for March.  He wished her success in her future plans. 
 
Mr. Malloy stated, as I said before, when you listen to the two ÒStudents of the 
MonthsÓ tonight, their characters are outstanding.  And this couldnÕt be more true 
with our other ÒStudent of the MonthÓ for April, Keenan McCann.  You can find 
Keenan after school in the training office or in the gym.  He applies those same 
work ethics, not just on the playing field where he has excelled over the years in 
a lot of different sports, but in his academics as well, which is what you look for 
in a student. Like I said, community, work and athletics makes Keenan an all-
around good student. The type we can be proud of to represent us so well.  As a 
freshman, Keenan was chosen as the starting catcher on the Baseball Team, 
which was a great accomplishment.  He is also the Vice-President of the Leo 
Club. 
 
Keenan then gave a brief synopsis of his academic and athletic accomplishments  
while attending the Hanover Area School District.  He thanked his parents, who 
always told him to give 110% in the classroom and drove him to excel.  He also 
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thanked his Sister, Shannon, who was named the Student of the Month in 2005. 
Keenan will continue his baseball and academic career at Bloomsburg 
University. 
 
Mr. Richard Gavlick, Representative of the Leo Club and Student Council, 
presented Keenan with tokens of appreciation for being chosen as ÒStudent  
of the MonthÓ for April.  He wished him success in his future plans. 
 
Mr. President, that concludes the SuperintendentÕs Report. 
 
It was moved by Anthony Spinozza, seconded by David Evans: To accept the 
Report of the Superintendent. 
     
 
BOARD VOTE:  YES:  D. Evans, E. Evans, Gagliardi, Heydt, Mahle, Sorokach, 
Spinozza.  NO: None.   ABSENT:  Halesey, Shipula.  Chair declared the  
motion carried. 
 
 
 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
GENERAL: 
 
It was moved by Frank Sorokach, seconded by Anthony Spinozza: To approve 
the following motions: 
 
 
1.  Authorize Ò Hawkeye DayÓ on Friday, May 25, 2007.     (Exhibit G-1) 

 

2.  Approve the 2007-2008 school calendar.     (Exhibit G-2) 

 

3.  Authorize the submission of the following Federal Programs consolidated 
 applications for the 2006-2007 school year: 

 
¥ Title I  Improving Basic Programs 
¥ Title II A Improving Teacher Quality 
¥ Title IV Safe and Drug Free Schools & Communities 
¥ Title V  Innovative Education 
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4.  Authorize submission of the Reading Is Fundamental Grant (RIF) for the 

 2007-2008 school year. 

 

5.  Authorize submission of the Safe Schools Initiative Grant Application for 

 the 2007-2008 school year.  

 

6.  Authorize submission of the D.A.R.E. Grant for the 2007-2008 school 
 year. 

 

7.  Authorize submission of Classrooms for the Future Grant for the 2007-
 2008 school year. 

 

8.  Authorize submission of Safe and Drug Free Grant for the 2007-2008 
 school year.  

 

9.  Authorize submission of the Science-ItÕs Elementary Grant for the 2007-
 2008 school year.  

 

10.  Authorize submission of the Alternative Education Grant for the 2007-2008 
 school year.  

 
 
11.  Authorize submission of the EAP (Educational Assistance Program) Grant 

 for the 2007-2008 school year. 
 
 
12.  Authorize submission of the ABG (Accountability Block ) Grant for the 

 07-2008 school year.  
 
 
13.  Approve the 2007-2008 Program Agreement for Services between the 

 Bethesda Day Treatment Center, Inc. and the Hanover Area School 
 District.    (Exhibit G-13) 

 
 
14.  Approve request to host a Memorial Run at the Hanover Area Track 

 Complex on Sunday, May 20, 2007 to benefit J.P. Krupa Memorial Fund.     
 (Exhibit G-14) 
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15.  Approve the Project M.O.M. Agreement with the Luzerne Intermediate 

 Unit in the amount of $1,217.  (Exhibit G-15) 
 
 
16. Approve agreement between Hanover Area School District and WVIA 

Public Television and Radio for K-12 Instructional Television Member 
Benefits.      (Exhibit G-16) 

 
 
BOARD VOTE: (ON MOTIONS #1 TO AND INCLUDING #16 ABOVE) YES: 
D. Evans, E. Evans, Gagliardi, Heydt, Mahle, Sorokach, Spinozza. NO: None.   
ABSENT: Halesey, Shipula.  Chair declared the motions carried. 
 
 
         
FINANCIAL: 
 
It was moved by Anthony Spinozza, seconded by Frank Sorokach: To approve  
the following motions: 
 
1. Approve the Wilkes-Barre Area Vocational-Technical School 2007-2008 
 Operating Budget and Adoption of the Budget Resolution, as per Exhibit 
 F-1. 
 
 
2. Approve the purchase of the following through the Capital Projects Fund, 
            subject to the approval of the terms and conditions thereof by the district  
            solicitor: 
   Office Furniture from One Point Office Supplies 
   Office Carpeting from Scorey BrotherÕs Floor Carpeting, Inc. 
 
 
3. Approve payment of the following Capital Projects Requisitions, as per 
 Exhibit F-3: 
 
 One Point Office Supplies   Office Furniture      $12,141.00 
 Scorey BrotherÕs Floor Carpeting, Inc. Carpeting           $6,230.00 
 
 
4. Approve payment of the following legal fee:  (Exhibit F-4) 
 
 Professional Services Rendered 
 Attorney Joseph Van Jura                                             $2,776.45 
 (for the period March 29, 2007 through April 23, 2007) 
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5. Accept and approve the Tabulation of Bids on Crack Sealing and Overlay 
 to Existing Tennis Courts and Alternative Bid: Hard Court Construction for 
 Adding On To Existing Tennis Courts, that were publicly opened on 
           May 1, 2007.  (Exhibit F-5) 
 
 
6. Award the Bid on Crack Sealing and Overlay to Existing Tennis Courts 
           to American Asphalt, in the total bid amount of $74,046, as per  
 Exhibit F-6. 
 
 
7. Acknowledge receipt and approval of Plancon, Part K, Project 
 Refinancing, for the Issuance of General Obligation Bonds, Series A of 
 2006 ($9,540,000); the issuance of federally taxable general obligation 
 notes- Series B of 2006 (Lease No. 063745 - $1,900,000) to advance 
 refund general obligation bonds, Series B of 2001 (Lease No. 010901), 
 Series A of 2002 (Lease No. 023745), Series A of 2003 (Lease No. 
 030901), and a Portion of Series B of 2003 (Non-Reimbursable) and a 
 Portion of Series A of 2004 (Non-Reimbursable); and the issuance of 
 federally taxable General Obligation Bonds, Series C of 2006 
 (Lease No. 060901 - $450,000), to Advance Refund a Portion of General 
 Obligation Notes, Series B of 2004 (Lease No. 040901), in the total 
 aggregate principal amount of $11,890,000.   (Exhibit F-7)  
  
 
8. Approve the Financial Reports as listed below: 
 a.    Data Processing                DP-1 to DP-6 
           b.    Food Service Fund                                                          FS-1 to FS-8 
           c.    General Fund                 GF-1 to GF-5 
           d.    Junior/Senior High School Activity Fund                         JS-1 to JS-6 
           e.    P.S.D.L.A.F. Account                                                      PS-1 to PS-7 
           f.     Real Estate Escrow Account                                           RE- 1 

g.    E.S.E.A. Title I Account/Federal Projects Account/ 
                  State Grants Account              FP-1 to FP-14  
 h.    OTHER FINANCIAL REPORTS: 
                    William H. & Ruth W. Young Scholarship Fund            SC-1 to SC-5 
 
 
 
BOARD VOTE: (ON MOTIONS #1 TO AND INCLUDING #8 ABOVE) YES: 
D. Evans, E. Evans, Gagliardi, Heydt, Mahle, Sorokach, Spinozza.  NO: None.   
ABSENT:  Halesey, Shipula.  Chair declared the motions carried. 
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PERSONNEL: 
 
It was moved by Anthony Spinozza, seconded by David Evans:  To approve 
the following motions: 
 
 

1. Appoint the following substitute teacher(s) for the 2006-2007 school year: 
Kelly McCabe   Elementary 
Jennifer Griglock  Elementary  

 
 

2. Accept, with regret, the following letters of intent to retire June, 2007: 
Craig Ansell   Library 
Joseph Baranoki  Music 
Karen Baranoski  Science 
Leslie Brezinski  Elementary 
Mary Fran Buczynski  Elementary 
Sandra Margavage  Elementary 
Paulette Ricketts  Special Education 
Claire Stephens  Business 

 
 

3. Approve Unpaid Maternity leave for Kelley Brozena, Elementary Teacher, 
beginning May 14, 2007.     (Exhibit P-3) 

 
 

4. Approve Hanover Area Varsity, Junior Varsity and Junior High 
Cheerleading Squads to hold a cheerleading camp for Hanover Area 
students in grades 1 through 8 in June 2007.     (Exhibit P-4) 

 
 

5. Approve contract with T&R Sound/Video to set-up audiovisual equipment 
and video the Junior-Senior High School Graduation Ceremony on June 7, 
2007.     (Exhibit P-5) 

 
 

6. Approve A. Yancy Overby and Associates as the official school 
photographer for the Junior-Senior High School, for the 2007-2008 school 
year.     (Exhibit P-6) 

 
 

7. Amend Board Policy # 707: Use of School Facilities.     (Exhibit P-7) 
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8. Approve request of Catherine A. Rinaldi, Elementary Teacher to take June 

5th (p.m. only) through June 8, 2007 as Unpaid Days.     (Exhibit P-8) 
 
 
BOARD VOTE: (ON MOTIONS #1 TO AND INCLUDING #8 ABOVE) YES: 
D. Evans, E. Evans, Gagliardi, Heydt, Mahle, Sorokach, Spinozza.   NO: None.   
ABSENT:  Halesey, Shipula.  Chair declared the motions carried. 
 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
None 
 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
None 
 
 
 
 
RECOGNITION OF VISITORS: 
 
Mrs. Mary Stinson, Health Room Assistant, said she was here two months 
ago, and she thought she was assured that when the budget went through that 
the nurses were going to be considered for an increase, since they havenÕt 
received an increase since 2001. 
 
President Mahle replied we are still under negotiations with two unions, the 
Teachers Union and the Custodians Union.   
 
Mr. Podczasy stated a letter was sent to the Board from Dawn Shedlarski  
requesting your raises, but we have to wait until the negotiations are settled. 
Then we will know where we stand and then we can take care of everything 
else. 
 
Mr. Frank Ciavarella, Jr., stated some people came to me regarding the pit bulls 
in back of the Lee Park Elementary School.  Maybe the School should address 
the Township and ask for an Ordinance like they have in Wilkes-Barre banning 
all aggressive dogs.   
 
Joseph Alberola, Supervisor of Buldings and Grounds, replied Mrs. Cecilia 
Pecaitis has been in that situation with the Township over these pit bulls, 
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prior to going to Hanover Green Elementary School.  I think she can give 
you some information she received from the Hanover Township Police 
Department.  
          
Mrs. Pecaitis remarked when I first started up there the dogs were puppies. 
When they were getting closer to the playground, I contacted the Dog Law 
Enforcement Officer at Hanover Township.  He came to the school and told 
us that as long as they are chained to the fence and they do not go pass the 
property lines, they are within the TownshipÕs rules and regulations.  The 
Township did stop them from breeding the dogs and they stopped the 
kennel runs.  However, when the dogs got bigger I kept on calling and 
again the Dog Enforcement Officer came to the school and told the 
owners that they had to have them on heavy duty chains, so they canÕt 
go on the roads.  As long as they are within their property lines, they  
are legal. 
 
President Mahle also stated that we did go through the State also, asking 
for help in this matter. 
 
Mr. Ciavarella stated maybe your solicitor can send another letter 
to the Township solicitor and you can work something out where the 
Township can pass an ordinance. You, as a School Board, canÕt 
pass an ordinance but the Township can. 
 
President Mahle stated we will remind Hanover Township again about 
this problem.    
 
 
 
FUTURE MEETINGS: 
 
President Mahle noted the Board Meeting date in June has been changed from 
the previous advertised meeting date, due to Graduation on June 7th. 
 
      Board of Education Work Session                  Monday, June 4, 2007 
 
      Board of Education Regular Meeting     Wednesday, June 6, 2007 
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ADJOURNMENT: 
 
It was moved by Anthony Spinozza, seconded by Anthony Gagliardi: To adjourn 
the Regular School Board Meeting at 7:35 P.M. 
 
BOARD VOTE:  YES:  D. Evans, E. Evans, Gagliardi, Heydt, Mahle, Sorokach, 
Spinozza.  NO: None.   ABSENT:  Halesey, Shipula.  Chair declared the  
motion carried. 

 
 
 
    ATTEST:                                 , Secretary 

                                                                         Evelyn Evans 
                      Hanover Area School Board 
 
 
 
 

 
   


