
.                           FEBRUARY 7, 2008 
 
 
     Hanover Area Junior/Senior High School 
     Hanover Township, Pennsylvania 
     February 7, 2008 
 
 
     A Regular Meeting of the Board of School Directors of the Hanover Area 
School District was held in the Hanover Area Junior/Senior High School, on 
Thursday, February 7, 2008, at 7:00 P.M. The meeting was called to order 
by the Board President, John J. Mahle, Jr. 
 
 
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE TO OUR FLAG 
 
 
ROLL CALL OF BOARD MEMBERS 
 
PRESENT:   John J. Mahle, Jr., President; Anthony Gagliardi, Vice-President;    

Evelyn Evans, Secretary; David J. Evans, Peter M. Halesey, 
Lorraine Heydt, John Pericci, Frank J. Sorokach and Anthony 
Spinozza. 
             

ABSENT:     None 
 
Evelyn Evans, Secretary, stated a Quorum was established for meeting. 
 
 
 
OTHER PEOPLE PRESENT: 
 
Mr. Anthony Podczasy, Superintendent; Attorney Joseph J. Van Jura, Solicitor; 
and a number of citizens. 
 
 
         
APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 
 
It was moved by Anthony Spinozza, seconded by Frank Sorokach: To approve 
the following minutes: 
 
       Board of Education Regular Meeting                  January 10, 2008 
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BOARD VOTE:  YES:  D. Evans, E. Evans, Gagliardi, Halesey, Heydt, Mahle, 
Pericci, Sorokach, Spinozza.  NO: None.   ABSENT: None. Chair declared the  
motion carried. 
 
 
 
REPORT OF THE SUPERINTENDENT: 
 
Mr. Anthony Podczasy, Superintendent, reported we have quite a few 
presentations tonight so I will make my report very brief.  Friday, February 15, 
2008, is a full Act 80 Day. The students will be off from school while the faculty 
will be engaged in staff development activities.  On that day the seniors will be 
doing their Graduation Project oral presentations.  There will be no school on 
Monday, February 18, 2008, due to the observance of PresidentÕs Day.  Next 
week, beginning on Monday, grades 5, 8, and 11 will be administered the PSSA 
Writing Assessments.  
 
Last month I attended a meeting with Senator Musto concerning the PDEÕs 
proposal to review Graduation Assessment requirements.  I also attended 
Hanover AreaÕs version of ÒAmerican IdolÓ at the Jr./Sr. High School. 
 
Tonight, we would like to acknowledge the nine men and women sitting before 
you, which comprise our Board of Education. By taking the initiative concerning 
communities, the school directors ensure that the decisions about public schools 
are made with the commitment to community and itsÕ children foremost in their 
minds. These individuals are committed to assuring that public schools remain a 
solid foundation for American Democracy and set a shining example for our 
young people to continue their excellent tradition in volunteerism, which is a  
Hallmark of our society.  It gives the district great pleasure to present a small 
token of our appreciation to our Board Members for always staying in tune with 
our students and our school district.  The following Board Members were 
acknowledged: 
 
 John J. Mahle, Jr.   - President 
 Anthony Gagliardi   - Vice-President 
 Evelyn Evans    - Secretary 
 David Evans    - Board Member 
            Peter Halesey    - Board Member 
 Lorraine Heydt   - Board Member 
 John Pericci    - Board Member 
 Frank Sorokach   - Board Member 
 Anthony Spinozza   - Board Member 
 Attorney Joseph J. Van Jura   - Solicitor 
 



        FEBRUARY 7, 2008 
 
 
Now representing the Pennsylvania School Boards Association, the Past PSBA 
President and Long-Time Member of the Hanover Area School Board, Mr. David 
Shipula.   
 
Mr. David Shipula replied I am honored to be here this evening and honored to 
represent PSBA this evening, to honor some of our Board Members.  Mrs. Karen 
Kile from the Dallas Area School Board is the Region 7 Director of the PSBA.  
PSBA provides programs for our School Directors, workshops that provide 
information, on-line services, policies, and insurance programs that save the 
District money.  I am honored to have served the last nine years on the Executive 
Board and served as President in the year 2000, thanks to the support of this 
Board here.  One of the things that I enjoyed the most, when I was traveling 
around the state in 1986, PSBA started a program to honor the School Board 
members for every 4 years increment of service as School Board Members.  I 
was asked again to travel around the state and to present these plaques and 
certificates.  It is indeed an honor, more so this evening, to be able to do it in my 
own community, with several Board Members that I have served for many, many 
years.  Certificates were presented to Lorraine Heydt, for 8 years of service; 
Anthony Spinozza for eight years of service; and Frank Sorokach, for 16 years of 
service to Hanover Area.  Mr. Shipula stated I also have a plaque that I would 
like to read:  Distinguished Service Award, from the Executive Board of the 
Pennsylvania School BoardÕs Association to David J. Evans, Hanover Area 
School District, for 28 years of service, in recognition of his outstanding efforts, 
loyalty, dedication, and perseverance, as a School Director on behalf of public 
education.  Congratulations, Mr. Evans. 
 
 
Mr. Podczasy stated at this time the District is delighted to honor and recognize 
student achievements presented by Mr. Daniel Malloy, Assistant Secondary 
Principal. 
 
Mr. Malloy stated I am pleased to be here this evening to recognize the  
ÒStudent of the MonthÓ for December, Jeffrey Colarusso  Jeff, academically, 
ranks toward the top of his class of 160 students.  He is a member of ÒWhoÕs 
Who Among American High School StudentsÓ, and the National Honor Society.  
He is also one of our students in the Dual Enrollment Program, where he is 
taking courses at Wilkes University.  In the community, he is a member of a 
number of our school organizations and has held offices in those organizations.  
Athletically he has been a standout in many different areas.  Not only is he a very 
important member of his teams, but he has been the Captain of his Soccer Team 
for three years, he is a standout currently of our Swim Team, where he is putting 
up times that will give not only himself but his relay team the chance to compete 
in the State Meet, and we are also counting on him for the Track Team later on  
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this year.  I also have a special thanks for Jeff because he has saved my life, 
three to four times, in my position as dead body for the lifesaving course offered 
by Dr. Terry Schnee, Swim Coach and Elementary Principal.   
 
Jeffrey Colarusso gave a brief synopsis of his many accomplishments while 
attending the Hanover Area School District. He thanked the School Board for the 
Dual Enrollment Program, because he now has six college credits under his belt. 
He gave a special thank you to Mr. Edward Evans, Mrs. Desiree Bannon, Mr. Joe 
Dubinski, Mrs. Amy Hummer; and his Soccer Coaches Mr. Brian Bannon, Mr. 
David Borofski, and Mr. Kelly Rine.  He also thanked Dr. Terry Schnee, District 
Elementary Principal by day,  Swim Coach of the Varsity Swim Team and Age 
Group Aquahawks by night. He has been training me since I was seven years 
old.  He has encouraged me to be a lifeguard and Assistant Coach for the Age 
Group Swim Team, and has taken me to visit several collage campuses.  This 
year I think all of his training will pay off when I seek to qualify for States.  
Jeffrey also thanked his parents, Jeff and Karen; and his sister Krista, who are 
my support team.  
 
Mr. Richard Gavlick, Representative of the Leo Club and Student Council, 
presented Jeffrey Colarusso with tokens of appreciation for being chosen as 
ÒStudent of the MonthÓ for December.  Jeff is also on the Executive Board on the 
Leo Club.  Mr. Gavlick wished Jeffrey success in his future plans. 
 
Mr. Malloy stated at this time we are going to start the presentations for the 
Fall Sports Athletes.  I would like to call on Mr. Carl Daubert, Coach for the GirlsÕ 
Cross Country Team.   
 
Coach Daubert reported that the GirlsÕ Cross Country Team had a great season 
this year.   We were lead by a young lady who was an outstanding athlete, she 
ran for me for six years, since 7th grade, and it was great to see her finally 
achieve what she was going for all these years, and that is the District 
Championship. She won the District Championship and finished the season 
undefeated.   She went down to the State Meet and had the best finish of her 
career down there, she finished 12th, which made her All-State.  She was named 
to the Wyoming Valley Conference CoachesÕ Association All-Star Team, she was 
also named MVP for that group, and she was named for the Times Leader All-
Stars and the CitizensÕ Voice.  I would like to introduce to you, Alyssa Namey. 
 
Mr. Malloy stated presenting our All-Stars for the 2007-2008 School Year is the 
Football Coach, Mr. Ronald Hummer. 
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Coach Hummer stated in Football, the team sport that it is, we always express 
team work, but after this evening is over, you will see the well-deserved 
accolades presented to some individual players.  We have five All-Scholastic 
players, four of them are seniors, and one is a junior.  The first All-Scholastic is 
Brian Clarke.  He is a three-year starter and Captain of the Football Team for the 
last two years.  Last year he was Second Team All-State as an Offensive 
Lineman.  This year he was awarded First Team All-State as an Offensive 
Lineman in AA.  He had an offensive total of 2200 yards rushing, 1512 yards 
passing, and 348 points on the scoreboard.  As the defensive tackler, Brian was 
our leading tackler, for a total of 86 tackles.  Brian is committed to Bloomsburg 
University with a Football Scholarship.  Our next player couldnÕt be here tonight 
because he is currently playing basketball in the gym, Richard Colorusso.  
Richard is a junior on our team and a two year starter.  He is All-Scholastic as  
a receiver.  As a receiver he had 20 receptions for 511 yards and 2 touchdowns. 
He carried the ball 11 times for 82 yards.  In the District Playoff game, he really 
stood out in that game, catching 6 passes for 108 yards.  Our next player is a  
Senior, Chris Kubaugh.  Chris is a three year starter, last year he was a receiver 
and this year tailback.  He is an All-Scholastic running back.  He was also picked   
as a member of the Channel 16 Dream Team.   Channel 16 picks 32 players 
from Northeastern Pennsylvania for this Dream Team.  He carried the ball 271 
times for 2128 yards.  He averaged 193 yards per game.  He had 19 receipts for 
300 yards and 4 touchdowns.  In the Crestwood game he had a 95 yard kick-off 
return, giving him a total of 32 touchdowns, scoring 192 points for the football 
team.  Our next player, another senior, is Eric Popovich.  He was the senior 
starter as quarterback.  He had 87 completions on 187 attempts.  He threw for 
1505 yards and 11 touchdowns, but he was more explosive in defense.  He was 
selected as All-Scholastic for defense as a safety.  He had 37 solo tackles and 
38 assistant tackles, for a total of 75 tackles, which was second highest behind 
Brian.  Eric handled all the pressures of being quarterback and safety for the 
team.  And our last All-Scholastic player, who also couldnÕt be here this evening 
because he is on the basketball team, is a Senior, Joseph Steininger.  Joe is  
also a two-year starter and was on the All-Scholastic offensive line.  As a 
defensive tackler, Joe had 14 solo tackles and 24 assistant tackles, for a total 
of 38 tackles.  He has committed, but has not signed yet, to Shippensburg 
University, accepting a football scholarship.   
 
Mr. Malloy stated introducing our 2007-2008 BoysÕ Soccer All-Star is Mr. Brian 
Bannon.   
 
Coach Bannon stated as a four year member of the Soccer Team, Jeffrey 
Colarusso as selected as Division 2 1st Team Coaches Selection and Division 2 
1st Team Player for the past two seasons.  He was also the Captain of the Team 
for the last two years. Jeff will be remembered not only for the awards that he  
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has earned, but for his hard work and dedication that he has brought to his team 
for the last four years.  It is through this dedication and hard work that has earned 
him the respect of all the Coaches in the League.  Jeff is a true athlete in every 
sense of the word.  I wish him the best of luck in his future endeavors. 
 
Mr. Malloy stated in concluding our Student Presentations tonight, I call upon  
the Coach for the GirlsÕ Tennis Team, Dr. Terry Schnee.   
 
Coach Schnee stated I am very proud to introduce our All Scholastic Varsity 
Tennis Player, Stephanie Podczasy. She is one of a few girls in our program to 
ever receive such an honor.  She is also one of the most powerful hitters we 
have ever had.  She began her career with us in Junior High School, and took 
over the reigns with our number one player during her sophomore year, and last 
year she was the Team Captain.  She is an outstanding Team Captain, the best 
we ever had.  I think I was most impressed by her leadership skills.  It is not only 
her ability to play the game, which is very considerable, but her commitment to 
getting better.  Never in the history of our program have I seen anyone who has 
worked so hard to be the best player she can be. She has gone to tournaments 
and played in tennis clubs, and has also taken private lessons.  I admire her 
dedication and commitment more than anything else.  Her hard work paid off in 
big dividends last year at the District 2 Championship, where she reached the 
quarter finals in singles and semi-finals in doubles, becoming only the third 
double-team player in the schoolÕs history to advance to the District 
Championships. As a senior, she returned to the District Championships with a 
brand new partner and advanced to the quarter finals, for the third time in her 
career.  Although she has not yet finalized her college plans, she does intend to 
study mathematics and attend law school, while continuing her college tennis 
career. 
 
 
Mr. President, that concludes the SuperintendentÕs Report 
 
 
It was moved by Anthony Spinozza, seconded by Peter Halesey: To accept the  
Report of the Superintendent. 
     
 
BOARD VOTE:  YES:  D. Evans, E. Evans, Gagliardi, Halesey, Heydt, Mahle, 
Pericci, Sorokach, Spinozza. NO: None. ABSENT: None.  Chair declared the  
motion carried. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS: 
 
GENERAL: 
 

It was moved by Anthony Spinozza, seconded by David Evans:  To approve the 
following motions: 
 
 
1.       Authorize submission of the following State Grant(s) for the 2007-2008 
          School Year: 
 

Improving Literacy Through School Libraries $250,000  
Steps for a Healthier PA Wellness Grant  $2,500 
 

 
 
2. Approve Luzerne County Solid Waste Management to conduct two 

recycling collections, June 21, 2008 and October 18th or October 25th, 
2008 at the Junior-Senior High School.     (Exhibit G-2) 

 
 
 
BOARD VOTE:  (ON MOTIONS #1 TO AND INCLUDING #2 ABOVE): YES:  D. 
Evans, E. Evans, Gagliardi, Halesey, Heydt, Mahle, Pericci, Sorokach, Spinozza. 
NO: None.   ABSENT: None.  Chair declared the motions carried. 
 
 
 
   
FINANCIAL: 
 
It was moved by Frank Sorokach, seconded by Anthony Spinozza: To approve  
the following motions: 
 
 
1. Approve payments of the following legal fee(s):  (Exhibit F-1) 
 Professional Services Rendered 
 Attorney Joseph Van Jura       $4,451.60 
 (for the period December 28, 2007 through January 30, 2008)  
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2. Authorize the Business Administrator, Superintendent, and Solicitor, 
 to receive, publicly open and tabulate the following 2008-2009 Bids 

at 10:00 A.M., on Wednesday, March 5, 2008, in the Hanover Area  
Junior/Senior High School Administrative Office Board Room: 
 
1.  Art Supplies     25.  Mathematics Supplies 
2.  General Athletic Supplies   27.  Music Supplies 
4.  Band Supplies     28.  Power Technology Supplies 
5.  Baseball Supplies    29.  Gasoline and Fuel 
6.  BoysÕ Basketball Supplies   30.  Physical Education Supplies 
7.  Girls Basketball Supplies   31.  Science Supplies 
8.  Business Education Supplies    32.  Special Education Supplies 
9.  Garbage Collection                    33.  Swimming Supplies 
10. Craft Supplies                           34.  Track and Field Supplies 
11. Cross Country Supplies            35.  Reconditioning Athletic Equipment 
13. Football Supplies                      36.  Wrestling Supplies 
14. General Supplies                      37.  Volleyball Supplies 
15. Gifted Program                         38.  Softball Supplies 
18. Health Service Supplies           39.  Office Supplies 
19. Home Economics Supplies      40.  Tennis Supplies 
20. Industrial Art Supplies              41.  BoysÕ Soccer Supplies 
21. Kindergarten Supplies              42.  Weightlifting Supplies 
23. Library Supplies                       44.  Field Hockey Supplies   
 

 
 
3. Approve Annual Subscription Renewal for IEP Writer User License, 
 for the period February 1, 2008 to January 31, 2009, from Leader  
 Services, in the amount of $5,181.00, as per Exhibit F-4. 
 
 
 
4. Approve the Financial Reports as listed below: 
 
 a.    Data Processing      DP-1 to DP-13 
           b.    Food Service Fund                                                 FS-1 to FS-8 
 c.    General Fund                 GF-1 to GF-86 
           d.    Junior/Senior High School Activity Fund                JS-1 to JS-5 
           e.    P.S.D.L.A.F. Account                                             PS-1 to PS-12 
           f.     Real Estate Escrow Account                                 RE- 1 to RE-3 

g.    E.S.E.A. Title I Account/Federal Projects Account/ 
                  State Grants Account     FP-1 to FP-11  
 h.    OTHER FINANCIAL REPORTS: 
                    William H. & Ruth W. Young Scholarship Fund   SC-1 to SC-5 
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BOARD VOTE: (ON MOTIONS #1 TO AND INCLUDING #4 ABOVE) YES: 
D. Evans, E. Evans, Gagliardi, Halesey, Heydt, Mahle, Pericci, Sorokach, 
Spinozza.  NO: None.   ABSENT: None.  Chair declared the motions carried. 
         
 
 
          
PERSONNEL: 
 
It was moved by Anthony Spinozza, seconded by David Evans: To approve 
the following motions: 
 
 
1.  Approve the second reading of the following revised Board Policies: 

Board Policy #117 with Homebound Request form 
Board Policy #200 
Board Policy #201 
Board Policy #202 with affidavit 
Board Policy #206 

 
 
 
2.  Accept, with regret, the resignation of Alyssa Gayewski, Food  
      Service.  (Exhibit P-2) 
 
 
 
3.  Appoint the following Substitute Per-diem Instructional/Personal Care  
      Aide(s) for the 2007-2008 school year: 
 

Lori Kratz 
 
 
 

4. Approve the following Mentor Teacher(s) for the 2007-2008 school year 
      at a stipend of $250: 
 

Mary Farrell  Crystal Stavitzski 
Nicole Hummer Nicole Kotula 
Nicole Hummer Ellen McCormick 
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5.  Approve the Act 93 Administrative salaries and the Confidential 
      Secretaries/Administrative Assistant salaries for the 2007-2008  
      school year.     (Exhibit P-5) 
 
 
6. Approve the per-diem rates as per Exhibit P-6. 
 
 
 
7. Approve Joanne Basar, Jane Fritz, Kendra Korpusik and Sharon Pericci,  

Title I Specialists/Staff to attend the 53rd Annual Convention of the 
International Reading Association in Atlanta, Georgia from May 3-8, 2008.      
(Exhibit P-7) 

 
 
 
8. Accept, with regret, the resignation of Ryan Purdy, Spanish Teacher,  
      effective January 2, 2008.     (Exhibit P-8) 
 
 
 
9. Accept, with regret, the resignation of Brian M. Bannon, BoysÕ Varsity  
      Soccer Coach, effective February 7, 2008.     (Exhibit P-9) 
 
 
 
10.    Accept, with regret, the resignation of Frank Pilch, HVAC  
        Technician, effective February 7, 2008.     (Exhibit P-10) 
 
 
11.  A Motion is hereby made to approve the settlement of a special education 

due process complaint that was filed against Hanover Area School District on   
or about December 10, 2007. The Hanover Area School District School Board    
hereby approves the settlement of the due process claim, which shall include 
payment by the Hanover Area School District in the amount of $15,000.00 in 
compensatory education, payment for an independent educational evaluation, 
and $5,000.00 for the parentÕs attorneyÕs fees, in exchange for full and final 
resolution of the special education due process complaint and any other 
causes of action arising from the alleged denial of a free appropriate public 
education. The Board hereby authorizes the Board President, to execute both 
a Settlement Agreement and Release more fully describing the terms of 
settlement as herein described, along with a Trust Agreement to be utilized 
for the management of the compensatory education settlement, which shall 
be reviewed and approved by counsel for the District. 
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12.   Appoint Cyndi Muchler to cleaner position #3 at Memorial Elementary at  
        a salary of $13.90/hour with benefits as per the HAESP contract effective,   
        February 8, 2008.  
 
 
 
13.   Appoint Elizabeth Morris to cleaner position #2A at the Junior Senior  
        High School at a salary of $7.50/hour, with benefits as per the HAESP  
        contract, effective February 8, 2008. 
 
 
14.   Appoint/re-appoint the following Extra Curricular Baseball Personnel,  
       as recommended by the Athletic Director, for the 2007-2008 school year: 
 

a. Sean McLaughlin Asst. Varsity Baseball  $2,384 
 
 
 
15.   Appoint/re-appoint the following Extra Curricular Girls Soccer Personnel, 
        as recommended by the Athletic Director, for the 2007-2008 school year: 

 
a. David Borofski Asst. Varsity Girls Soccer $2,235 
b. Kelly Grimes Asst. Girls Varsity Soccer UNPAID 

 
 
 

16.    Appoint/re-appoint the following Extra Curricular Softball Personnel,  
        as recommended by the Athletic Director, for the 2007-2008 school year: 
 

a. Tami Thomas Jr. High Head Softball  $2,384 
 
 
 

17.    Appoint/re-appoint the following Extra Curricular Track Personnel, 
        as recommended by the Athletic Director, for the 2007-2008 school year: 
 

a. Al Weston  Head Track Coach             $3,721 
b. Carl Daubert Jr. High Head Track Coach $2,235 
c. Daniel Malloy Asst. Varsity Track Coach            $2,235 
d. Danielle Adams Asst. Varsity Field Track             $2,152 
e. Kelly Rine  Asst. Junior High Track            $1,643 

 
 



        FEBRUARY 7, 2008 
 
 
BOARD VOTE: (ON MOTIONS #1 TO AND INCLUDING #17 ABOVE) 
YES: D. Evans, E. Evans, Gagliardi, Halesey, Heydt, Mahle, Pericci, Sorokach, 
Spinozza. NO: None   ABSENT: None.  Chair declared the motions carried. 
 
 
RECOGNITION OF VISITORS: 
 
No one wished to be recognized at this Board Meeting. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
NONE 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
 
NONE 
       
     
FUTURE MEETINGS: 
 
 Board Work Session   Monday, March 3, 2008 
 
 Regular Monthly Meeting   Thursday, March 6, 2008 
 
 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
It was moved by Anthony Spinozza, seconded by Anthony Gagliardi: To adjourn 
the Regular School Board Meeting at 7:37 P.M. 
 
 
BOARD VOTE:  YES:  D. Evans, E. Evans, Gagliardi, Halesey, Heydt, Mahle, 
Pericci, Sorokach, Spinozza.   NO: None.   ABSENT: None.  Chair declared the  
motion carried. 
 
 

 
    ATTEST:                                 , Secretary 

                                                                         Evelyn Evans 
                      Hanover Area School Board 


